
Hello everyone! 

A special thanks to I Love Thorndale for letting me share some key messages and updates that are 

happening in Thames Centre, and specifically Thorndale! 

First off, if you have not had the chance to fill out the Thames Centre Citizen Survey – please do! These 

results will help Council set the priorities of this Council term – and beyond! Have your say on how 

Thames Centre moves forward and don’t be afraid to share your ideas. You can find the survey 

here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R8T2278. 

Speaking of surveys – have you heard micro-transit is coming to Thames Centre? Middlesex County has 

secured $1.2 million in provincial grant funding to run a 4 year transit pilot project in Thames Centre 

connecting us to Woodstock and London. We are looking for your input if you would use transit and 

would like a stop in Thorndale, and if so, where you would like to go and when. Help us shape transit in 

Thames Centre by filling out this survey: https://www.middlesex.ca/ctsurvey 

A recent public meeting was held at the Thorndale Community Centre in regards to the Thorndale 

Bridge Reconstruction Project. The Thorndale Bridge is currently 67 years old and is due for replacement 

within the next 10 years, and is projected to be a $10 million construction project. There are 6 options 

available that range from do nothing and fix as needed to building a completely new bridge on a new 

road alignment, allowing the current bridge to remain in tact for traffic for road construction. This is just 

the beginning of the process, with the environmental assessment, and you will be hearing more news as 

the project timing progresses. Our hope is that if provincial or federal funding becomes available for a 

project like this, we will be ready by getting the ball rolling this early. 

A quick update in regards to the community centre and progress building: there is an RFP on a design-

build currently available for the new Community Centre. When the RFP closes and bids are submitted, 

these will be reviewed by your community and Council representatives at the Thorndale Community 

Centre Master Plan Advisory Committee and they will give a recommendation on which building to 

proceed with to Council. Ultimately, it is Council’s decision on how to move forward. Additionally, when 

it comes to the layout and placement of the fairgrounds, this is a decision of Council. There is a separate 

budget allocated for the fairgrounds to do some updating after the new community centre is built. As 

for the Progress Building, Council made the decision to proceed in demolishing the current Progress 

Building. That being said, I put a motion forward that was accepted by Council to add a capital project to 

our 2020 budget that would see a new concession building with accessible washrooms built to replace 

the current facilities, similar to what was built at the Outdoor Recreation Complex in Dorchester. Staff 

have already began consultations with the Thorndale Optimist Club to see this project move forward 

and ensure that it meets their needs to continue running the Thorndale Optimist Club Food Booth, 

which is an important revenue tool for the Optimist to give back into our community. 

I have been receiving quite a few concerns regarding speeding and dangerous driving throughout the 

municipality – and this is happening across Middlesex County and the province. After discussions with 

the OPP and learning more about how funding cuts have taken a toll on the number of local traffic 

enforcement officers we have available, I have decided to take a different approach. With support from 

the OPP, I will be meeting with provincial representatives as well as using my position as Director on the 

Ontario Good Roads Association board to advocate for funding model changes to local policing that will 
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allow more enforcement on our local roads. In the meantime, our local OPP Inspector has redirected 

some resources from the provincial highways to specified local roads to try and deter some bad driving 

habits. 

If you have any concerns or questions, or would like me to come speak to your group about the 

happenings of Thames Centre Council, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Deputy Mayor Kelly Elliott 

Tel: 226-376-0779 

E-Mail: kelliott@thamescentre.on.ca / kelliott@middlesex.ca 
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